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November 2019                                                      
 

Hereford Middle School 
712 Corbett Road 
Monkton, MD 21111 
T: 443-809-7902   
F: 443-809-7904 
Guidance: 443-809-7905 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM MRS. DELLONE 

Dear Hereford Parents and Community,  
 
As we approach Thanksgiving, I would like to encourage community, 
families, and students to reflect on all of the things for which we have to 
be thankful. It is also a time to think about families and individuals in our 
community, school, and family who may need extra support.  Each of us 
possesses the power to think positive, support others and be kind. I am 
thankful to work with such amazing students, parents, and community.   
 
We spent October focusing on “Kindness Matters” and Bullying 
Prevention.   We encourage students to be an “upstander,” not a 
“bystander” when they see that someone is being treated unkindly.  
November, we will focus on “Deleting Negativity-Words Matter”. Being 
an “upstander” and deleting negativity applies to personal interactions 
and social media.  Words and actions matter- they affect others in ways 
we may never know.  
 
Technology is a wonderful tool that assists us in many ways.  Students 
have access to others almost 24 hours a day.  Many of you may be able 
to relate to my memories of communication with friends before 
smartphones.  Friends could write you a note, call your house or knock on 
your door.  Later in life they could send an email using dial-up internet, 
which took forever.  I am sure you are all hearing that dial-up sound in 
your head.   My parents would have never allowed friends to show up at 
my house late at night to have a discussion or to show me pictures.  They 
also would not have allowed phone calls late at night.  My parents also 
would not allow me to hang out with or talk to people they had not met. 

 
 
 
November 5-7 – 8th grade 
hearing and vision screening 
 
November 8 – 1st Marking Period 
Ends 
 
November 9 – Robotics – HZR 
VEXIQ Competition 
 
November 11 – Veterans Day 
 
November 13-14 – Junior 
Achieve 8th Grade Trip 
 
November 18-22 – American 
Education Week 
 
November 21 – Report Cards 
Distributed  

November 28-29 – Thanksgiving 
Break 

 

See Something, Say 
Something! 

Safe Schools Hotline- 

  1-877-636-6332 

Text/Email- Hotline@bcps.org 

Maryland Crisis Hotline- 

1-800-422-0009 

National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline- 1-800-273-Talk 

 

Principal:  Julie Dellone 
jdellone@bcps.org 

Assistant Principal: Stephen Parsons 
sparsons@bcps.org  

Assistant Principal:  Brenda Thompson 
bthompson4@bcps.org 

http://herefordms.bcps.org/ 
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I am sure many parents can relate to my experience. Now many of our students have their phones at their 
bedsides.  Students are talking to many people at once in games, through apps, and live video.  Some of 
the people children are talking to they do not know.  
 
Our students need support and guidance when maneuvering relationships and social media.  There are so 
many social media platforms which students can communicate.  It is a challenging time for parents to 
balance monitoring their children and their safety and balancing student’s privacy.  Many parents are 
unaware that the majority of children who have various apps such as Instagram, Twitter, Tik Tok have more 
than one account on each platform.  Many parents are unaware that students are using these apps to text 
message others.  The visual images children are being exposed to, are at times inappropriate and 
desensitize negative topics, often presented as jokes or memes.  Adults are using social media to target 
students, at times posing as children.  
 
I would be unaware of these topics as well, except I am a middle school principal.  At times, during 
investigations of a behavior incident, a student or parent will share some of these conversations, videos, etc.  
I am compelled to encourage you to have dialogue with your child about these apps and social media 
platforms.  Set limits and times for the use of technology, monitor communication, know who your child is 
communicating with, and know your student’s user names and passwords. Encourage your child if they see 
something, say something. If a friend says something that sounds unsafe, we ask students and parents to 
notify the school or the police.    
 
There are many articles available regarding use of social media and adolescents.  Here are links to a few 
articles:  
 
The Effects of Social Media on Adolescents  
 
Mother's Warning About Social Media   
 
Cyber Bullying Statistics  
 
Parent Alert  
 
Facts Every Parent Should Know About Predators  
 
Sincerely,  
Julie A. Dellone  
Principal 
 
 
FROM THE SCHOOL COUNSELING OFFICE 
 
6th Grade- Keleigh Kongkraphun  kkongkraphun@bcps.org 
7th Grade- Victoria Shields  vshields@bcps.org 
8th Grade- Lilly Richardson lrichardson2@bcps.org 
School Counseling Secretary- Terri Francis tfrancis@bcps.org 
Phone 443.809.7905 
 
Counselors in all three grade levels have been visiting the classrooms to conduct a “Climate Survey”.  The 
Climate Survey assesses how we are progressing as a school with ensuring that all students feel safe, and 
that they feel like they belong #iBelong. We use this data to drive our school wide programs and initiatives to 
ensure that we are providing the best learning environment possible. 
 

https://childmind.org/article/how-using-social-media-affects-teenagers/
https://childmind.org/article/how-using-social-media-affects-teenagers/
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/22/us/california-mother-warning-white-supremacists-soh/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/10/22/us/california-mother-warning-white-supremacists-soh/index.html
https://internetsafety101.org/cyberbullyingstatistics
https://internetsafety101.org/cyberbullyingstatistics
https://www.protectyoungminds.org/2019/05/21/parent-alert-is-tiktok-safe-for-kids/
https://www.protectyoungminds.org/2019/05/21/parent-alert-is-tiktok-safe-for-kids/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-facts-about-online-predators-every-parent-should-know
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/the-facts-about-online-predators-every-parent-should-know
mailto:kkongkraphun@bcps.org
mailto:kkongkraphun@bcps.org
mailto:vshields@bcps.org
mailto:vshields@bcps.org
mailto:lrichardson2@bcps.org
mailto:lrichardson2@bcps.org
mailto:tfrancis@bcps.org
mailto:tfrancis@bcps.org
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BCPS Magnet Schools 
 
Mrs. Richardson was pleased to see so many of her 8th graders at the George Washington Carver Open 
House on October 16th!  In addition to the Open House, a representative from Carver came to HMS and 
spoke to interested students on October 21st. 
 
Magnet school applications are due Friday November 15th.  This is a firm deadline.  No late applications will 
be considered.  If you have questions or need help please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs. Richardson at 
lrichardson2@bcps.org 
 
Hereford High School Registration 
 
Believe it or not High School registration is approaching rapidly.  The last week of November, High School 
Counselors will be visiting 8th grade classrooms to talk to the 8th graders about the high school registration 
process and they will also be distributing your student’s individualized registration form.  Hereford High will be 
hosting a Hereford High parent night on December 4th.  Please mark your calendars. 
 
Junior Achievement Aspire Field Trip 
 
8th grade students are preparing for the JA Inspire trip which will be held on November 13th at the Timonium 
Fairgrounds. JA Inspire is an interactive career exploration event for middle school students to learn and 
explore career pathways. The event will feature a showcase of careers from regional businesses, non-profits, 
government agencies and educational organizations. Exhibits will include interactive career stations with 
mentors who will share their career advice with students and will engage students with equipment, 
technology and the opportunity to “step into the shoes” of employees from all industries.  
 
Additionally, parents are invited to a Baltimore County Public Schools sponsored community and parent’s 
night on November 12th, 2019 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Parents will have the opportunity to explore the venue, 
attend informational sessions, and meet a variety of business and BCPS leaders.  
 
To learn more about JA Aspire please visit www.jamaryland.org 
 
This trip is free of charge.  Please make sure that your 8th grader has returned their permission slip to their 
Homeroom Teacher. 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE GRADE LEVEL COORDINATORS: 
 
 6th Grade News 

 
The 6th grade students are excited to be getting settled in to Middle school and into the new routines.  
They will be staying busy in all of their classes.  In Science, students will be finishing our ecology unit and 
then moving into our chemistry unit, called Matter & Its Interactions.  In Spanish students are discussing 
our family and identifying how our family might be similar or different than the families of our 
classmates.  In ELA – students will be working on PBAs (Performance Based Assessments) – which are 
our end of unit projects/essays.  They are in class assignments that will not be coming home and are a 
Major Summative grade for Unit. 
 
On Friday November 8 the 6th graders will be participating in team wide activities throughout the 
day.  During each academic class students will participate in various activities.  Some of the activities 
will include a team cornhole tournament, making a collage explaining how they belong to the 
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Hereford Community and creating a PSA to share information about the BCPS program Mind Over 
Matters. 

 
 

7th Grade News 
 
The first quarter is nearly over, and over the past two weeks we have celebrated Red Ribbon Week, as 
well as Spirit Week. A great showing was displayed by the seventh grade students on the various color 
days, and the creativity demonstrated during Spirit Week amazed us all. 
November sees many content areas transitioning into new units and topics. Ratios and proportions, 
literal equations, and solving/graphing inequalities are the current topics in Math class. In Language 
Arts classes, we’ll find students wrapping up Unit 1 with a Poetry and book project. Following this, 
students will begin an exciting new unit on drama. Social Studies has students exploring various 
aspects of the Middle Ages. In science classes, students will be investigating how the human body 
works, from the cellular level up to the entire organism. 
 
Our first Team Unity Day will be on the last day of the first quarter, which is Friday, November 8th. On 
this half-day, seventh grade students will participate in activities that foster team identity and 
comradery. We request that students proudly wear their team color that day. As a reminder, the 
“Heroes” team color is blue, the “Warriors” are red, and the “Originals” are purple. 
 
Lastly, seventh grade field trip forms will be coming out later this month, or early December. A digital 
copy of these forms will be available on the school’s website, and a ConnectEd call will be made so 
that parents are aware. More information will be forthcoming. 
 
 
8th Grade News 
 
It is hard to believe that the first quarter is almost over! We tell the students at the beginning of the 
school year that eighth grade is going to fly by, and it is so true! October has been a month of getting 
to know expectations and settling in to routines. Our eighth graders are doing a wonderful job! 
 
Students are studying some very interesting content in their classes. In Science class, your child is 
learning about factors that affect climate and cycles that contribute to weather patterns. In Math 
classes students are learning about Geo-reasoning, transformations, and linear functions. American 
History is focusing on the political spectrum and Declaration of Independence. Finally, in Language 
Arts class students are learning about the research process and difference between fiction and non-
fiction in order to support a claim. Ask your child what they learned today, and I think you will be 
amazed! 
 
Our first team Unity Day will be, Friday, November 8th. Students will compete in a scooter relay race 
and cornhole competition. Students are encouraged to wear their team colors: Champions (Blue), 
Victors (Purple), and Legends (Red). Our next team event will be to create a #IBelong t-shirt. We are 
asking for donations of plain t-shirts (any sizes) and fabric markers. Please drop off any supplies to the 
office to the attention of Mrs. Fieden. I cannot thank you enough for any donations!!! 
 
Upcoming Dates and Events 
 
- November 8th End of First Quarter 
- November 8th Half Day and Team Unity Day 
- November 13th Field Trip to Timonium Fair Grounds (ALL STUDENTS ATTEND!) 
- November 21st Report Cards Distributed 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE: 
 
8th grade students will receive hearing and vision screening by the Baltimore County Health Department: 
November 5th, 6th, and 7th, 2019. 
 
If your student wears glasses or contacts, please be sure that they bring/wear them on those days!! 
 
AFTER HOUR EMERGENICES 
 
If you have an after hours emergency, please call 911 or one of the resources listed below.  

  RESOURCES 

Emergency – 911 

Maryland Help Line - 211 

Baltimore Crisis Response – 410-433-5175 (24 hours a day 7 days a week) 

MD Dept of Health Crisis Line – 1-800-422-0009 

Suicide Hotline Text CONNECT to 741741, for more information visit www.crisistextline.org 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline – 1-800-273-8255 

My Neighbors Foundation- 410-374-4657 


